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Founded in 1853 and the oldest synagogue in Harrisburg, Temple Ohev Sholom is a diverse and inclusive Reform Jewish 
Congregation in Central Pennsylvania. We support one another throughout the cycles of life. We foster and encourage spiri-

tual growth, lifelong learning, social opportunities, and connections, and Tikkun Olam—healing the world.



Jan. 2                              6:00 pm         Shabbat Services at Beth El
Jan 4                      	      11:00 am         Israeli Program at Chisuk Emuna 
Jan. 8                              6:00 pm         Board of Trustees Meeting
Jan. 9                              6:00 pm         Shabbat Services
Jan. 10                           10:00 am        Tot Shabbat  
Jan. 11                            9:15 am         Sisterhood Board Meeting
Jan. 11                            9:30 am         Religious School
Jan. 12                           12:00 pm        Art with Shin Shins
Jan. 12                            6:00 pm         Shabbat Services
Jan. 16                            6:00 pm         Special Social Justice Shabbat
Jan. 18                           11:00 am        Ohev Book Club – Breadgivers
Jan. 19                           MLK Day – Temple Office Closed
Jan. 21                            6:00 pm         Dinner & Drash:  Wkly. online 
				                     Parsha HaShavua Class w/ 
					           Rabbi Jasper
Jan. 23                            5:30 pm         Friends & Family with the Subres
                                       6:00 pm         Shabbat with the Subres
Jan. 25                            9:30 am          Religious School                                          	
			        10:00 am         Learn to Play Mah Jong
                                      4:00 pm          Subres: Future Leaders for Israel 
				                     Workshop for Teens
Jan. 26                           2:00 pm          Art with Shin Shins
Jan. 28                           6:00 pm          Dinner & Drash:  Wkly. online 
					           Parsha HaShavua Class w/ 
					           Rabbi Jasper
Jan. 30                           6:00 pm          Shabbat Services
Jan. 31                          10:30 am         Bar Mitzvah – Nathaniel Kawasaki

JANUARY CALENDAR



Feb. 1                             9:30 am       Religious School

                                      10:00 am      Learn to Play Mahjong

                                      10:30am       Tu B’Shevat Seder

Feb 2                             12:00 pm      Art with Shin Shins

Feb. 4                             6:00 pm       Dinner & Drash:  Wkly. online Parsha 

			                          HaShavua Class w/ Rabbi Jasper

Feb. 6                             6:00 pm       Repro Shabbat Services

Feb. 8                             9:30 am       Religious School

                                       9:30 am       Sisterhood Board Meeting

                                      10:00 am      Learn to Play Mahjong

Feb 9                             12:00 pm      Art with Shin Shins 

Feb. 11                           6:00 pm       Dinner & Drash:  Wkly. online Parsha 

	                                                HaShavua Class w/ Rabbi Jasper

Feb. 12                           6:00 pm       Board of Trustees Meeting

Feb. 13                           6:00 pm       Shabbat Services

Feb. 15                           10:00 am      Learn to Play Mahjong

Feb. 16                           All Day         Office Closed for Presidents’ Day

Feb. 18                           6:00 pm        Dinner & Drash:  Wkly. online Parsha 

					     HaShavua Class w/ Rabbi Jasper

Feb. 20                           6:00 pm        Shabbat Services – Lay Lead

Feb. 22                           9:30 am        Religious School                           

                                      10:00 am       Learn to Play Mahjong (Snow Date)

                                      11:00 am       Book Club: Heart of a Stranger(2025) 

Feb. 25                           6:00 pm        Dinner & Drash:  Wkly. online Parsha 

	                                                 HaShavua Class w/ Rabbi Jasper

Feb. 27                           6:00 pm        Purim Shabbat

Feb. 28                           7:00 pm        Purim Spiel-Megillah on the Roof

FEBRUARY CALENDAR



Recent attacks against the Jewish community 
around the world have left many of us unsettled 
and searching for answers. In moments like these, 
it is natural to ask not only why this is happening, 
but how we are meant to respond.

Judaism does not ask us to deny fear or grief. Our 
tradition calls us to reflect, to listen to one another, 
and to draw strength from generations who came 
before us. Jewish survival has never been passive. It 
has always been shaped by courage, presence, and 
community.

Hope is not something we wait for. It is something 
we create through action. We create hope when 
we gather for worship, celebrate our Judaism, and 
show our children that they can live proudly and 
openly as Jews. Now more than ever, we must 
continue to show up for one another and remain 
engaged in Jewish life.

At Temple Ohev Sholom, connection is our strength. Each act of participation, 
whether through worship, learning, or service, affirms that fear will not define us.

As we move forward, let us do so with intention and compassion, rooted in our 
shared values. The future of Jewish life is shaped not only by what happens around 
us, but by how we respond together. 

May we find strength in community and hope in the knowledge that we do not walk 
this path alone.

B’Shalom,
April Hutcheson

MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT



Olam chesed yibaneh. We must build 
our world from love.

These words from Psalm 89:3 have been 
circling my heart and mind this season. 
Since learning of the horrific antisemitic 
attack at Bondi Beach in Australia on 
December 16, I have been wrestling with 
what it truly means to build a world from 
love when hatred so often feels louder 
and more visible.

It seems that each time we turn on the 
news, we are confronted with another 
act of gun violence. Bondi Beach. Brown 
University. The list continues to grow. 
We witness targeted attacks and deep pain. And so the question rises, 
sometimes as a prayer and sometimes as a cry: where is love? When will 
we stop turning on one another and begin turning towards one another 
in peace. 

When the Psalmist teaches that the world is built on love, they quietly 
acknowledge that the work is unfinished. The world is not yet whole. 
Creation, our tradition suggests, is still unfolding. We are not merely 
inhabitants of the world but partners in its becoming. Pirkei Avot reminds 
us, “It is not upon you to finish the work, but neither are you free to desist 
from it.” Each day, we are called to choose love, even when doing so feels 
vulnerable or insufficient. We are asked to see the darkness clearly and to 
respond with kindness anyway.

A world built on love requires intention and effort. It requires structure 
and commitment. It asks each of us to show up daily and place more 
compassion into the world than cruelty. Sometimes that looks small. A 
smile offered to a stranger. A moment of patience. An act of generosity 
for someone who is unhoused, choosing care instead of judgment. 
Sometimes it looks like refusing to spread hateful speech and choosing 
learning over anger. As Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi taught, a little light 
pushes away much darkness. We are not asked to eliminate the darkness, 
only to increase the light.

The attack at Bondi Beach was terrifying. It sent shockwaves through 

MESSAGE FROM 
RABBI JASPER



the Jewish community and stirred a familiar fear that it could happen 
anywhere, even here. And yet, alongside that fear, there was also 
compassion. Neighbors, partners, and interfaith friends reached out. 
Messages of care and solidarity arrived. In the midst of pain, we were 
reminded that we do not stand alone.

Our tradition teaches, “Do not separate yourself from the community.” In 
moments of fear, gathering itself becomes an act of courage. Choosing 
connection becomes an act of resistance. From the darkness, light 
emerged.

As we enter this new year, may we commit ourselves again to that 
light. May we notice it, nurture it, and allow it to shine even in difficult 
moments. 

May this year be one where love finally wins. 

Rabbi Jasper



Happy Secular New Year! 

Now that we have filled our homes, 
Temple, and community with the light 
of our Chanukah menorahs, it is up to 
us to continue filling the dark and chill 
of winter with our warmth and our light. 
Some of the best ways we can answer 
this call is through a combination of 
study, conversation, prayer, and action. 
Throughout January and February, 
there will be many ways to engage that 
embody this charge. 

Adult Education opportunities will 
include Rabbi Jasper’s, Dinner & Drash:  
A Parsha Ha Shavua Class, which will 
start in January throughout the winter.  Registration can be done through 
our weekly Sholom- o- Gram link, Shulcloud, or by calling the office.  The 
class will be online.  
 
Keep an eye out for programming on MLK weekend.  We will have Michon 
as our guest speaker on Friday, Jan. 16th to discuss her work with the Eclipse 
Project and how Temple Ohev Sholom can get involved.  We will be looking 
for volunteers to assist some of the most vulnerable in our community. 
 In February we will be working with Humane Society of Harrisburg Area, 
Inc., learning how we can help their organization and what they need to help 
their animal shelter.  

As for learning about holidays, please join us for a Tu Bishvat Seder.  There 
will be no charge for this activity as we will be using funds from our Better 
Together grant.  The Seder will take place on Sunday, Feb. 1st at 10:30am.  
All are welcome, but you must RSVP using the Sholom o Gram link, 
ShulCloud, or by calling the office.   

As you can see there are many ways you can spread your light.  You can 
volunteer at Temple Ohev Sholom, too.  Please give me a call 717 233-6459 
or write me an email reynajose@ohevsholom.org for more information.    
May our actions bring hope and healing to the world and illuminate the 
path for others. Wishing you and your loved ones a joyful and meaningful 
start to 2026!  

Reyna Jose
Executive Director

MESSAGE FROM 
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



MAZEL TOV
NATHANIEL KAWASAKI

On January 31, 2026, Nathaniel 
Sanroku Kawasaki will be called to 
Torah for his Bar Mitzvah. 

 A student at Mountain View Middle 
School, he is the son of Sarah Kawasaki 
and Jay Wimer, and brother to Sydney 
Kawasaki and Ash Wimer. 

Nathan has a love all sports!  He plays 
recreational soccer, basketball and 
baseball, and throws the ball or shoots 
hoops at home whenever he can. He 
also loves theater and will get to play 
Michael Banks in Mountain View Middle School’s production of Mary 
Poppins Jr. this coming March.  In the play, Nathan willl tap dance for 
the first time! Lastly, he loves spending his summers with his friends 
at the JCC summer camp in Harrisburg, where he plans to become a 
counselor when he is a little older.

For his service project, Nathan helped John at Jewish Family Service 
food pantry restock shelves after SNAP benefits were put on pause 
during the government shutdown.  People in need should never 
have to starve. Nathaniel said "The experience introduced me to food 
pantries, families in need and social injustice".

His Torah portion is Beshalach, where Moses leads the Israelites into 
the wilderness to escape the Egyptians, but before he parts the Red 
Sea.  The Israelites are afraid for their future and what lies ahead.  
Nathan would like to thank Rabbi Jasper and Yonah for their support, 
along with my family and friends celebrating with him.



 Sign up to learn Mah Jong from Sisterhood pros!
Dear Friends,
If you haven’t yet heard, Sisterhood is offering mah jong lessons! It 
has become a hot ticket for Ohev members and for people outside 
our temple. 

The game has become very popular across the country, and we are 
giving folks an opportunity to get in on the fun!

Our Ohev Mahj masters will be teaching the basics in a four-week course that will 
include actually playing the game. You don’t need any experience playing mah jong, 
and men and women are invited to learn! 

IMPORTANT: You must have a 2025 mah jong card to play – NOT a 2026 card. You 
can purchase one for $14 by going to the National Mah Jong League website. Go to 
their store and scroll down until you find the 2025 regular-size card. 

Lessons will be held in Sisterhood Hall from 10 to 11:30 a.m. on Sundays: Jan. 25, 
Feb. 1, Feb. 8, Feb. 15, and Feb. 22 will be a snow makeup date. Cost is $18 for 
members and $25 for nonmembers. 

Contact Jeanette at jeanettedkrebs@gmail.com to sign up. First come, first serve 
and we will be cutting off admissions two weeks before our first lesson. 

Also, thank you to everyone who participated in our Designer Bag Bingo last month. 
It was a lot of fun, as usual, and we raised funds for Sisterhood. 

Look for more events in the coming months! 
 
Yours,
Jodi Neuschwander and Jeanette Krebs, Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

SISTERHOOD REPORT

Celebrating a special occasion or commemorating a yahrzeit?? How about 
making a donation in honor of that occasion or person by sponsoring an Oneg or 

purchasing flowers for our bema on Shabbat?? 

To sponsor an Oneg, please contact Doreen at Doreen819@verizon.net. 
To provide flowers for our bema, contact Fran at  Fr1ca19@yahoo.com.

 Your name and special occasion or special person you are honoring will be listed 
in our Friday evening Shabbat handout. 



Learn to
Play

Mahjong! 

Email jeanettedkrebs@gmail.com or use the QR code
       to sign up and pay.

Spots will be filled on a first-come basis, so don’t wait!
Come join the fun and connect with others over the tiles! 

Reserve Your Spot:

DISCOVER THE FUN AND STRATEGY BEHIND THIS
TIMELESS GAME THAT'S GROWING IN POPULARITY!

TAUGHT BY THE PROS — PERFECT FOR BEGINNERS!

Sisterhood Hall,
Temple Ohev

Sholom
2345 N Front St,

Harrisburg, PA 17110

10 a.m. to
11:30 a.m.

Jan. 25
Feb. 1
Feb. 8
Feb. 15

Feb. 22 (snow
makeup date)

Cost:
$18 for Ohev

Sholom
members

$25 for non-
members



DONATIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory of Betty & Sidney Faber
Adam Carrick & Amy Labella

In Memory of Bob Samet
Judith Boasberg

Hana Davis
Joanne Finestone

John & Margaret Goldman 
Marla & Andy Hoffman

Beik Ierardi Family 
Nina & Ken Keneally

Casey Sharbaugh
Marjorie Sherman 

Springwell Senior Living (The Homestead)
Anita Walia

Nancy Weber
Charles Wilson 

Lisa & Bob Wolff

In Memory of Louise Feldman & 
Frank Baskey
Bradley Forman

Marjorie Sherman 
Lisa & Bob Wolff

David Feldman and Family 

In Honor of Tim Carre
Bruce Feldman 

In Appreciation of Shelley Adler, 
Ari Nepon, Karen Ball, Reyna Jose 
and their leadership on the Legacy 

Initiative.
Paulette Keifer

 Jewish Community Foundation  

In Honor of Rabbi Tzvia Jasper  
Karen Dalton

Elyse Goldstein Sienna
Jodi & James Neuschwander

Drew Scott & Family 

Margaret Friedman 
Emergency Aid Fund:

In memory of Elyse Bienstock
 Ricki Hurwitz - Fran Casher - 

Diane & Alan Stolberg - Gail Riegler

In memory of Gary Rosenstrauch
Ricki Hurwitz 

Sisterhood Tribute Card Packets 
purchased by:  

Irith Harpster - Fran Casher - Patti 
Lightman - Lisa Wolff - Shira & Steve 
Ettinger - Miriam Robinson - Doreen 
Evrard - Cindy Lynch - Shelley Adler

Sisterhood Tributes:
Congratulations to Jeanette Krebs 
On the Engagement of Sophie & 

Brendan:  
Cindy & Don Lynch - 

Kim & Les Poolman - Gail Riegler

In memory of Vicki Fox
 Cindy & Don Lynch

Speedy Recovery to Doreen Evrard
Cindy & Don Lynch - Kim & Les Poolman

Speedy Recovery to Teresa Dorritie
 Gail Riegler

Thank you to Bernice Hausman for 
all her work on her Ohev Sholom 

Book Group  
Gail Riegler

Speedy Recovery to Patty Snyder
  Gail Riegler

Congratulations to the Scott Family 
on their son Drew’s Bar Mitzvah and 
to Adena’s singing the candlelight 

blessings 
Kim & Les Poolman



Maria & Vitaly Gordin  
Miriam & Robert Robinson  

Miriam Siegel & Suzanne Rinato  
Nancy & David Rose  

Nancy Weber  
Paul Rokoff  

Patti & Gary Lightman  
Reesa & Joe Beggs  

Reyna & Ernesto Jose  
Ricki Hurwitz  
Robin Farber  

Sally Klein  
Sarah & Andrew Brown  

Steven Neiman  
Susan Shermer & Mel Wolff  

Thomas Tepe  
Zachary Benjamin  

KOL NIDRE APPEAL 

Thank you to everyone who has 
generously supported Temple 

Ohev Sholom’s Kol Nidre Appeal 
as of December 18, 2025: 

April & Anthony Hutcheson  
Barbara Danowitz  

Bruce Feldman  
Cheryl & Aaron Krause  
Cheryl Rosenstrauch  
Diane & Michael Fine  

Dr. Bernice Hausman & Clair James  
Dr. Erika & Dr. Brian Saunders  

Dr. Jennie & Aaron Baar  
Dr. Margaret & Dr. John Goldman  

Elissa & Ken Arch  
Eileen & Maurey Katz  

Eileen Forman  
Faith Pearlstein & Michael Chwastyk  

Fern & Howard Zlotoff  
Fran Casher  
Frank Levy  
Gail Riegler  

Gloria Kaplan  
Joelle & Dr. Dennis Katz  

Joshua Sharfstein  
Julie Sherman & Marty Rogoff  

Karen Ball  
Kickan Baturin  
Kristen Milke  

Kim & Leslie Poolman  
Linda & Corky Goldstein  

Linda Grobman  
Linda Stewart  

Lisa & Robert Wolff  
Maureen & Dr. John Goldman  



Sid Astrachan
Dorothy Bagley
Rachael Baturin
Michael Begler
Marlene Berman
Jonathan Bonime
Richard Brenner
Tim Carre'
Daniel Clearfield
Debra Davidheiser
Jacqueline Epstein
Michael Fine
Eric Gallant
Keith Goddard

Julie Goddard
Maureen Goldman
Margaret Goldman
Vitaly Gordin
Andrea Grove-
Musselman
Susan Hartman
Henrietta Hegedus
Nathaniel Kawasaki
Marybeth Klein
Benjamin Kluger
Anya Krebs
Evangelia Levy
Irving Lewinson

Avery Mayer
Neely Meals
Audrey Miner
Ari Nepon
Michael Paszek
Leslie Poolman
David Rose
Jennifer Salenger
Olivia Semanick
Carrie Sheinfeld
Rachel Teller
Jordan Tepper
Lissette Yuz Chalen

Tim & Jill Carre
Daniel & Carolyn Green

Anthony & Carrie Lepore







Thank you so much for hosting us! 
It was such a fun and memorable night! 

-Jason Cohen- BBYO Advisor

TODAH RABAH!!!

Thank you to our Temple Ohev Sholom family for another 
successful donation drive for last month's collections for the 
Eclipse Project and Bethesda Mission. We collected sleeping 
bags blankets, socks, coats and other warm weather clothing.  

A thank you goes out to a small group of wonderful 
volunteers who helped to sort through and organize the 

many items. A shout out to Adam and Nick for delivering the 
donations. 

Our Social Action Committees are going strong.















 
 
 
 
 

Come Out of the Cold and Feel the Warmth 

Tot Shabbat in January 

Saturday, January 10, 2026 @ 10am 

For our youngest kiddos from 0-6 years of age 

Enjoy songs, prayer, food, crafts and friendship 

There will be some hot cocoa with  
mini marshmallows, too!  ������ 

Temple Ohev Sholom 
2345 North Front Street  

Harrisburg, PA  













January 2
(No services at Ohev)

Minnie D. Bryant
Frances Doranz

Morrell Fox
Max Garner

Robert Gaynes
M. Lee Goldsmith
Irwin I. Grossman
Jack Klawansky

Joseph Klein
Bernhardt Kramer

Sol Kuhn
Moses Landis

Henrietta H. Mayer
Bernard Rosenstrauch

Max Salkin
William Moss Strouse

Stephen Symons

January 9
Ida G. Abraham
Robert Botwin

Lois Forner
Morton David Goldberg

Aaron Henken
Seth Jacobs

Bessie Claster Kaufman
Barry Koppel
Fanny Kruger
Erwin H. Lenz
Herman Levy

Robert Melnicove
Robin Rogoff Star

Roslyn Singer
Doris O. Zaritzky

January 16
Floyd Baturin
Lewis Baturin
Joseph Baum
Herman Berk

Samuel Bronstein
Rosalyn Chizeck
Norma Finstein

Beth Frahm Frank
Sarah Goldstein
Benjamin Jaffe

Mayer (Bob) Kutler
Mamie K. Levinson

Saul Litvack
Karen McManuels

Lillian Melman
Gustav H. Nachman

Michael Rosen
Naomi Samkoff

Betty Snyder
Harold Spector

Hedwig M. Strouse
Amelia Wilson
Isaac L. Yoffe

 
January 23

Emma Astrich
Bernard Beitman
Minnie R. Cohn
Alan I. Ettinger

Edward Friedman
Seymour Hartman

Larry Katz
Lily Meyerwitz

Bernard M. Plawsky
Sally Rokoff

Aaron Rokoff

KADDISH LIST
If you have a loved one who has passed away and whose yahrzeit you 

wish to have remembered, please contact the Temple Office at 
717-233-6459.

Rebecca Scheier
Donald Schwartz
Maxine Talkov

David Daniel Ufberg
 

January 30
Boris Aronowsky
Morris Baturin
Isadore Cibull

Albert P. Doranz
Donald Gibas

Hannah L. Goldberg
Bertram Goldberg
Evelyn Goldstein

Faina Gordin
Louis Gordon
Sara J. Gross
Harry E. Pyke

Bernhard Rubin
Jay J. Segal

Anna S. Sherman
Carl A. Wagenheim

Mollie B. Yoffe



BOARD OF TRUSTEES



NEWSLETTER PRINTING AND MAILING BY:

1000 Hummel Avenue
Lemoyne, PA 17043-1740

717.761.0277 | 717.761.7109
https://client.haas-printing.com/

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER BROUGHT TO YOU BY :
Cindy Lynch – Content editor
Brooke Kibler – Layout and Graphic Design
Send newsletter submissions to – ohevsholombulletin@gmail.com
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